“Aunty” Giffen

Ritac TTATA AT~ A

l 2 LG |
| Death claimed cne of Wheat-|
| lands most beloved persons Sun-
day afternoon, January 10, in
the Wheatland hospital when |
marian kthel Guten passed a- |
way quietly. |

Mrs, Giffen began her life on |
December 25, 1878, in Jackson- |
ville, Florida, as Marian Ethel
' Richie, At the age nf threa it/
| was learned by her parents that f
she was deaf and doctors in- |
formed them she would never‘
speak, The family moved to New |
York State and in 1887 her|

mother naceed awraw TWith how |
father and two sisters they

moved to Colorade Springs in
1888, later traveling by covered
wagon to Douglas, like pioneers
seeking a new location, They re-
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where her father was later bur-
ied.

Leaving Dcuglas, Mrs. Giffen
moved to ' Colorade Springs
where she atiended a school tor
the deaf. Upon graduation she
remained and. taught for three
vearg, later moving to Cheyenne
and in 1916 came to Wheatland
to work as a housekeeper for
the late Dr. and Mrs. Phifer.

It was in Wheatland where
she met and married Mrg. Phi-
fer's brother, who was o
deaf. Together, they operated
the hne\_"\ifu‘ Tanndry ntil W
Giffen's death in May, 1921.
She continued on at the hospital
until she was confined to bed
with arthritis.

In 1927 she moved into a
Sitgll NUUSe Where sne uvea e
remainder of her life until fall-
ing and breaking heér hio in
March of 1953. She twwas con-
fincd to the hospital whene her|
many friends were gerierous
with their gitts and visits, !
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She was a very active mem-
ber of the Business and Profes-
sional Women’s Club and for
Uie wasi £0 years was @ merioer|
of the WTK club of which s_he
was looking forward to her Life
Membership to have been a-
warded her this year.

Surviving the deceased are:
a sipici, Mails. Geurge vason oL
Calgary. Canada: a nephew,
John K. Phifer of Wheatland,
and several nieces and nephews
in Canada.

Services were held in the Con-
gregavonal Caurcn o1 wnicn sne
had been a devout member.
Rev. Alan Inglis officiated at

e

he 2 o'clock services Wednes- |

i day afternoon.

Tuilial was maae in tne whneat-
land cemetery with Fergie Mit-
chell, N. F. Hester, I, A. Peter-
son, Joe Campbell, Reuben
Good and Howard Fish acting
ns pallbearers.

e



