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MARCH 1, 1901-FEBRUARY 19, 1959 

The Wheatland Times 

February 19, 1959 

Shorty Adams, 58 Fatally Injured In Accident Today 

 Paul B. "Shorty" Adams, employed by the Wheatland Irrigation District was fatally 

injured shortly before noon today (Thursday), when the caterpillar tractor dozer he was operating 

on a ditch bank slipped on the snow and ice and overturned, pinning him beneath it. He was 

working on the big ditch on the Phil Douthitt ranch, approximately 15 miles southwest of town at 

the time of the accident. 

 He was found shortly before noon by G.C. Griffin and Eli Kestie who were operating a 

power saw further down the ditch and were unaware of the accident until they stopped for lunch 

and discovered his body. 

 His wife, one son and one daughter survive him. Funeral arrangements are pending at this 

time. He was born on March 1, 1900 and had resided here for a number of years. 

 

The Platte County Record 

February 20, 1959 

P.B. ADAMS KILLED IN ACCIDENT THURSDAY 

 It was learned just as we were going to press, of the death of P. B. "Shorty" Adams, 59, 

who was killed instantly about noon. It is believed that the Caterpillar dozer he was driving slid 

sideways in a snow bank and rolled over on him crushing him to death. G.C. Griffen and Eli 

Kestie who were working up the line, found Mr. Adams. He was employed by the Wheatland 

Irrigation District. 

 

The Wheatland Times 

February 26, 1959 

Last Rites Held Saturday For P.B. Adams, 57 

 Last rites were conducted from the Schrader chapel at 2 p.m. Saturday for Paul Benjamin 

Adams, who was fatally injured shortly before noon on Thursday of last week when the 

caterpillar tractor dozer he was operating overturned, pinning him beneath it. The accident 

occurred on the Phil Douthitt ranch, approximately 15 miles southwest of town, where he was 

working on the big ditch for the Wheatland Irrigation district. 

 Rev. Daniel T. Winger officiated at the services with burial in the local cemetery. Fellow 

workmen from the Irrigation District served as pallbearers. 

 Born in Allentown, Penn. on March 1, 1901, he had resided here since 1919, coming 

from Pennsylvania. He had been employed as a ditch rider for the Wheatland Irrigation District 

for the past seven years. 

 He is survived by his wife, Virginia D. of Wheatland; one son, Larry L. of Cheyenne; one 

daughter, Mrs. Robert Martin, of Casper and three grandchildren. 

 

 

 



The Platte County Record 

February 27, 1959 

Funeral Services Held For Accident Victim 

 Funeral services were conducted Saturday, February 21, at 2:00 p.m. from the Schrader 

Chapel for Paul Benjamin Adams, who was killed instantly when a tractor-dozer overturned on 

him, 15 miles southwest of Wheatland, February 19. 

 Mr. Adams was born in Allentown, Pa., on March 1, 1901 and had made his home in 

Wheatland since 1919. He had been employed for the past seven years by the Wheatland 

Irrigation District as a ditch rider. 

 Rev. Daniel T. Winger officiated at the last rites and interment was in the Wheatland 

cemetery. Fellow workmen from the Irrigation District acted as pallbearers. 

 He is survived by his wife, Virginia, one son, Larry L. of Cheyenne; one daughter, Mrs. 

Robert Martin, Casper and three grandchildren. 


