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The Wheatland Times, May 23, 1929 

 

Mexican Murdered 
 

 Mike Montoya, Mexican, found dead this morning and thought to have died from drinking 

"canned heat", was at three o'clock today, after The Times went to press, pronounced murdered, following 

a postmortem.  A part of a knife blade was found in the back of his skull.  The presses were stopped to 

report the murder. 

 

MEXICAN DIED THIS MORN FROM DRINKING CANNED HEAT 
 

 Mike Montoya a Mexican who lived in a shack in the south east part of town, near the stockyards, 

died this morning, Thursday at about 2 o'clock from the effects of drinking canned heat.  Sheriff Waln 

and Coroner H. G. Watson made an investigation together with County Attorney O. O. Natwick but very 

little could be learned of the details.  Sheriff Waln arrested five Mexicans and is holding them for 

investigation. 

 According to information learned this morning, Montoya together with another Mexican had 

stayed all night at the shack and it is understood that Montoya was the only one drinking the poisonous 

liquor.  Montoya, together with his mother and a brother came here about two months ago from Colorado 

and were intending to work in the beets. 

 During a search of the premises, Sheriff Waln dug up a deck of playing cards and poker chips, 

which had been buried near the shack that morning.  In a cellar, which was filled with straw he found two 

cans of Indian hemp, which contained a large quantity of seeds.  He also found about 20 empty tobacco 

cans.  It is thought the hemp was to have been planted soon and the empty cans were being accumulated 

to contain the dope when it was harvested.  Five empty canned heat cans were found that had been used 

that night and several others that appeared to be older.  A pop bottle was found that contained a small 

amount of the liquor that Montoya had been drinking. 

 

 

The Wheatland Times, May 30, 1929 

 

CORONER'S JURY DECIDES MONTOYA MET DEATH FROM EFFECTS OF KNIFE BLADE 

DRIVEN INTO HIS BRAIN 
Deceased Lived From the Time of the Fight on Tuesday Night, Until Thursday Morning With Knife 

Blade in His Skull.  Sentence Can Be Given Anchando on Judge Thompson's Next Visit to Local Court. 

 

 Mike Montoya, who was reported as being a victim of canned heat, on last Thursday, came to his 

death as the result of a knife being driven into his brain.  This was disclosed when the officers became 

suspicious of the cause of his death and ordered a post mortem examination made.  During the 

examination it was found that a knife blade had been driven thru the skull about one inch and entered the 

brain.  The stomach was taken out and an examination of it was made to determine if his death could be 

caused by poisonous contents, but it was found that his stomach was free from anything of that nature.  It 

was impossible to discover the knife wound on his head and if the post mortem had not been made it is 

very likely the crime would not have been discovered. 

 According to information brought out at the coroner's inquest Saturday, Mike Montoya, his 

mother and brother, Eugene together with Felix Anchando came here the first part of April from Denver 

and were working beets on the Muleshoe ranch west of Wheatland.  On Tuesday night preceding the 

death, Mike, Eugene and Felix came to Wheatland and went to a Mexican shack located in the southeast 



part of town.  They purchased some whiskey and had been drinking.  Mike and Felix went outside, 

leaving Eugene in the shack.  During their stay outside, Felix stated, Mike became angry and wanted to 

start a fight.  Felix did not want to fight with his friend and drew an old rusty pocket knife from his pocket 

and said he tried to keep Mike away from him.  Felix went on to say that Mike continued to push him and 

strike at him and he struck Mike with the knife on the head.  Felix then went to the Muleshoe ranch and 

told Mike's mother he had a fight with Mike and had cut him up, showing her the knife he used.  When 

asked if the knife was his he stated it was and that he had found it and could not understand how it had 

been found under his pillow by Undersheriff Forwood, unless the mother had placed it there.  He also was 

shown the top of the skull and said the blade, which was broken off on the inside was formerly a part of 

the knife.  Evidence was gained from the dead Mexican's brother, mother and several other Mexicans that 

left no doubt in the minds of the jury, as to who was responsible for the death and how it was caused.  

Eugene said Mike became so sick during Wednesday afternoon he could not talk and died about 3 o'clock 

Thursday morning. 

 The coroner's jury brought in the following verdict: "Mike Montoya, native of United States of 

America and about 20 years of age was on the 23rd day of May unlawfully killed by Felix Anchando, 

who stabbed him in the brain with a knife, breaking the blade off and said blade protruding about one inch 

through the skull and into the brain." 

 Since Anchando has pleaded guilty to manslaughter it is probable he will be given a hearing in 

the district court the next time Judge Sam M. Thompson makes a visit here and if he still enters a plea of 

guilty, his sentence can be pronounced at that time. 

 

 

The Wheatland Times, May 30, 1929 

 

MANSLAUGHTER PLEA ENTERED TUESDAY BY MEXICAN BEET TENDER 
Murderer Being Held Without Bond in the County Jail 

 

 Felix (Whitey) Anchando, Mexican beet tender, who was arrested last Thursday and charged with 

the murder of Mike Montoya, fellow Mexican beet tender, pleaded guilty to a charge of manslaughter at 

his preliminary hearing before Justice of the Peace C. E. Artist, Tuesday afternoon.  County Attorney O. 

O. Natwick stated at that time he would accept the plea of manslaughter and Anchando is being held in 

the county jail without bond for his appearance in the district court. 

 This plea was gained from Anchando after days of relentless questioning of not only Anchando, 

but several other Mexicans, whom the authorities were certain knew the details of the crime.  While there 

was no eye witness to the deed, evidence was gained, bit by bit, that finally connected the crime on 

Anchando and he became convinced that a plea of guilty to manslaughter was the best thing for him 

 

ANCHANDO, MEXICAN MURDERER SENTENCED TO ONE YEAR IN PRISON 
Five Men Plead Guilty Tuesday and Get Sentences 

 

 Judge Sam M. Thompson had a busy session in the local court Tuesday morning, when he 

listened to the guilty pleas of five men and one plea of not guilty.  All were heard before noon and 

sentences pronounced. 

 Pete Romeriez, who was charged with having Indian hemp in his possession, pleaded guilty and 

was given 60 days in the county jail.  Romeriez lived at the place where Mike Montoya was killed a short 

time ago and the officers in searching the premises found two cans of the Mexican dope along with 

several empty cans that had contained canned heat. 

 … (The following two paragraphs of the original article that go here have been omitted due to a 

lack of relevancy to the Montoya murder.) … 

 Felix Anchando, who was charged with involuntary manslaughter pleaded guilty.  County 

Attorney O. O. Natwick, who together with Coroner H. G. Watson, obtained a confession from Anchando 



of the killing of Mike Montoya, asked that the minimum sentence be given Anchando.  Judge Thompson 

considered the details of the crime and pronounced a sentence of not less than one year and not more than 

three years at Rawlins. 

 It will be remembered that Anchando and Montoya had been drinking together with other 

Mexicans in the southeast part of town and the two men had a fight.  During the fight, Anchando struck 

Montoya in the head with a rusty pocket knife breaking the blade off.  It was first thought that Montoya 

was the victim of canned heat poisoning but examination of the body disclosed the knife blade broken off 

in the skull. 


